
 DATE:   Monday, November 25, 2019 

 TIME:   2:00 pm — 3:00 pm 

 PLACE:    Pylypchuk Hall, level 0  

      St. Paul’s Hospital 

Supervised consumption services: 
What does the evidence say?  

2019 W. F. Mitchell Bioethics Seminar 

Canada’s unprecedented epidemic of substance use-related morbidity and mortality has 
precipitated significant expansion of Supervised Consumption Services (SCS) and there are 
now more than 40 services operating across the country. What is the state of the science 
regarding these services? What has been the experience in jurisdictions where these ser-
vices have been established? This presentation will provide an overview of the evidence on 
SCS and share Edmonton’s experience implementing four of these services, including Cana-
da’s first SCS designed for acute care inpatients, located at the Royal Alexandra Hospital. 

Dr. Elaine Hyshka is an Assistant Professor of Health Policy and Management in the Uni-

versity of Alberta’s School of Public Health, and Scientific Director of the Inner City Health 
and Wellness Program at the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton. Dr. Hyshka’s research 
focuses on advancing a public health approach to substance use in Canada, and is conduct-
ed in partnership with healthcare providers, non-profit organizations, and policymakers. 
She previously served as a core member of AMSISE, a community coalition that successfully 
implemented four supervised consumption services in Edmonton.  
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